Tastelofthe (ankheanl
&Trkyf,estw‘\aj“. -

\ 4

'S ’ 1 o "‘-
d | S " - ®
4 7 S 3 S —— 21"
- - f _/, 1
' [/ ’ Roti & Currg 2
& g S y i -
e - - & ] |-
r A B 4 L
7 -] R
[ - _ [N
e, ] 4 & =
3 i ¥
y, y & '
| hi
4
-
A
1l ot




CARIBBEAN NIGHT | jomusrora
+OCEAN VUONG SUMMER

LAWN PARTY

AUGUST 6| 5-8PM | FREE ADMISSION

¢ The Sound Pipers Band

o Kaleidoscope Art

e The Jamaican Jerk Shack
¢ The Rolling Roti

e Lawn Games

¢ Screening of Kes (1969)

Bring your own picnic blanket or lawn chair. Program
will move indoors in the event ofinclement weather.

CELEBRATE THE
OPENING OF

Ocean Vuong / MATRIX
199 / m Sorry | Love You

Artist Talk & Book Signing

5PM GALLERY VIEWING
6PM TALK

TheWadsworth.org

First Thursdays: Caribbean Night + Ocean Vuong is held
in partnership with The Amistad Center for Art & Culture

and Taste of the Caribbean Jerk Festival. First Thursdays is =
generously funded by Art Bridges Foundation’s Access for rln T AI'tABI'id es ACCESS TheAmistadCenter
All Program. The Wadsworth thanks the Ella Burr THURSDAYS Foundation 9 FOR ALL forArt&Culture

McManus Trust for the use of the Alfred E. Burr Memorial.

Image: Ocean Vuong, American brothers, 2024. Inkjet
print. Courtesy the artist.
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2026 Greetings

It is my pleasure to welcome you all to the 21st Annual Taste of the Caribbean & Jerk Festival
at the Mortensen Riverfront Plaza in downtown Hartford.

For 21 years, this event has brought together and entertained individuals from all cultures. As
we celebrate on August 1, 2026 — also known as Emancipation Day — we couldn’t be
prouder to continue the legacy of Caribbean culture here in the Greater Hartford area.

This event is not the work of one person. | must thank all our committee members, especially
our executive board of directors, and the founder of this event, Mr. Leslie G. Perry, whose
vision and commitment have brought us to 21 years.

This free community event could not take place each year without our sponsors. We at Taste of
the Caribbean are truly grateful for your ongoing support year after year.

Over the years, Taste & Jerk Fest has been known for amazing food and entertainment. But we
are more than a festival. This year, we collaborated with the West Indian Foundation on Beyond

o the Barrels, sending clothes, non-perishable food items, and building supplies to communities
Dr. Marva Douglas-Wilks o eod

President

In June of this year, we also sponsored an 8-day mission trip to Jamaica to support schools
devastated by Hurricane Melissa. Our team conducted workshops and giveaways for 245
children and teachers, donating tablets, personal hygiene products, and school supplies.

The Taste of the Caribbean
I am so proud to be part of this organization and what we stand for. Please enjoy the food and
Arts & Culture CT. Inc entertainment, and consider joining our team. Help us see 21 more years of celebration,
culture, and service,

On this our 21st anniversary of the Taste of the Caribbean and Jerk Festival being held on
Emancipation Day, | extend a very special welcome. Thanks to the Board of Directors,
Committee Members, Vendors, Entertainers, our many volunteers and to YOU the attendees
for your overwhelming support and commitment. We also recognize the efforts of our host,
Riverfront Recapture, Inc., The Town of East Hartford, and The City of Hartford, who have
provided unwavering support throughout the past twenty years.

The Taste of the Caribbean and Jerk Festival is made possible with the assistance of our
sponsors and grantors: Evelyn W. Preston Memorial Trust Fund Bank of America, N.A., Trustee,
The Greater Hartford Arts Council, Ensworth Charitable Foundation, The George A. & Grace
Long Foundation, The City of Hartford, Wadsworth Atheneum, Hartford Communities that Care,
InterCommunity Health Care, EverSource, Avangrid Member of Iberdrola Group,
Moses/Weitzman Health System and Connecticut Science Center.

As this event continues to grow, so has the need for funding. We look to you and other entities
within the community and beyond, to continue providing desperately needed financial support
for this free family-friendly event. Please become a member of Friends of Taste of the
Caribbean. The funding we seek assists us to produce and showcase quality diverse cultural
entertainment. Contributions may be sent to Treasurer@tastect.org. The event provides local

Leslie G Perry vendors and businesses the opportunity to promote their products and expertise to a diverse
. audience interested in Caribbean arts, culture and cuisine. This annual festival promotes
Executive Director economic development and provides a significant summer tourist attraction to the City of
Hartford.

Thank you for your support of this 21st anniversary of the Taste of the Caribbean and Jerk

Festival. Come out early and be sure to enjoy the diverse cultural offerings proudly presented
www.ta stect.org by Taste of the Caribbean Arts and Culture Inc.
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Jamaican-born and Connecticut-based, Benaiah Reid John Rhone

is a pharmacy student at the University of Connecticut, ’271';':6',‘:':5\',‘;‘;';
a devoted member of the Church of Christ, and an Alphonso McGriff Il
aspiring young leader with a passion for service. In i
addition to his studies, he enjoys drawing, writing Dean Wilson*}

short stories, and playing soccer and lacrosse. Benaiah [§  Alhonso McGriff it
actively gives back to his community by volunteering steve Webber

with organizations such as Taste of the Caribbean and *COMMITTEE CHAIR
the West Indian Foundation. ¥ ERECUIIVE MEMBER




JOHNNY OSBOURNE Johnny Osbourne (born Errol Osbourne, 1947) is a renowned Jamaican
reggae and dancehall singer whose career spans more than five decades.
Rising to prominence in the late 1970s and 1980s, he is best known for hits
such as "Truths and Rights," "Buddy Bye," "Water Pumping," and "Ice
Cream Love."

After beginning his career with The Wildcats and recording at Studio One,
Osbourne spent several years in Canada before returning to Jamaica in 1979.
His acclaimed albums Truths and Rights and Folly Ranking established him as
one of Jamaica’s leading vocalists, leading to a string of hits throughout the
1980s. He continued to enjoy success with producers including King Jammy,
Coxsone Dodd, and Bobby Digital. His influence remains strong today, and in
2012 his song "Mr. Marshall" was sampled by Major Lazer on "Jah No
Partial."

Derrick Barnett is internationally recognized as one of
Jamaica’s premier bassists and a legendary figure in
reggae and dancehall music. Raised in Kingston,
Jamaica, Barnett was introduced to music by his father,
J.T. Barnett, and inspired to pursue the bass guitar by
Boris Gardiner. Guided by mentors Michael “Ibo”
Cooper and Willie Lindo, he developed a career
spanning more than four decades.

Known as “Dancehall’s Greatest Live Bassist,” Barnett
has recorded with reggae icons including Bob Marley,
Bunny Wailer, Dennis Brown, Beres Hammond,
Gregory Isaacs, Marcia Griffiths, Maxi Priest, Black

\. AN, Uhuru, and many others.

-

As o[mer and leader of the Sagittarius Band, he helped revolutionize live dancehall performance, bringing
the energy and spontaneity of Jamaica’s dancehall culture to major stages worldwide.

A versatile multi-instrumentalist, singer, songwriter, and producer, Barnett has toured globally backing artists
such as Yellowman, Toots Hibbert, Sister Nancy, Buju Banton, Cocoa Tea, and Ziggy Marley & The Melody
Makers. He has also shared stages with international stars including Anita Baker, Chaka Khan, Missy Elliott,
Busta Rhymes, Lauryn Hill, Aretha Franklin, and The Notorious B.I.G., cementing his legacy as one of Jamaica’s
most influential musicians.

ENTERTAINERS

JAMAAL MINOTT TERRY GAJRA)
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The Sound Pipers Band is self-described as
THE SOUND PIPERS BAND a Caribbean Fusion Band, which means we
incorporate Reggae, Soca, Ska, Rock Steady R&B,
Blues, Funk and Pop into our performances.
There is something for everyone! The Sound
Pipers is made up of members from all over the
Caribbean. The members’ musical journey is
influenced by some of the greatest legendary
artists from Bob Marley to James Brown and
many in between. An experience with the Pipers
is more than just singing and playing instruments,
it's fun time, engagement, interaction, reciprocal
action, high energy and good vibrations.
Just a moment to take your mind off the hustle of
life and just have a good time.

TRIBAL LEGACY

Tribal Legacy is a high-energy Caribbean

band featuring Richard “Ricton” Burton

and Lima Calbio (lead vocals), Wayne

“Bassie” Thompson (bass), Dareem

Chandler (drums), and Owen “Dyno”

Romeo (keyboards/vocals). Known for

their signature blend of reggae, soca,

funk, hip hop, and rock, they deliver

dynamic performances that keep

audiences dancing. The band has

performed at major festivals and venues

across the U.S., including Welcome Back

to Brooklyn, One World Festival in NYC, Madison Square Garden, and
numerousevents throughout the Northeast. They have also toured
college campuses, performed for state prison outreach programs, and
served as the backing band for leading Caribbean artists.
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TOPLANE

Michael Bembridge, known as Toplane, is a Jamaican reggae artist from
Portland whose music blends infectious rhythms, soulful vocals, and
socially conscious lyrics. Influenced by reggae legends such as Bob Marley
and Peter Tosh, he began performing in local schools and venues before
releasing his debut album, Trust the Process, under the name Vitchous.
Since rebranding as Toplane in 2021, he has continued creating impactful
reggae music while earning acclaim for his energetic performances across
the Caribbean and the U.S. Having shared stages with icons including The
Skatalites, Third World, and Beres Hammond, Toplane remains committed
to authentic reggae and positive social change. ;_"-1':_ E‘-. . =S N/ )

MYSTICSAXX
: \\“
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Jarel Bartholomew, known professionally as MysticSaxx, is a Grenadian
saxophonist whose soulful, high-energy performances blend Caribbean
authenticity with global appeal. Inspired from a young age and
encouraged by his late mother, he discovered his passion for the
saxophone while attending Presentation Brothers' College in Grenada.
After moving to the United States, he launched an international career,
captivating audiences across the Caribbean, North America, and Europe.
Renowned for his vibrant fusion of Soca, Jazz, Afrobeat, R&B, Reggae,
Gospel, and Caribbean rhythms, MysticSaxx creates unforgettable musical
experiences that celebrate Grenadian culture and connect people through
music.

SYINIVIJILNI

Nelson Bello is a Connecticut-based percussionist, recording artist,
educator, and Hartford native. He began his musical studies at age 13 at
the Hartford Conservatory Jazz Summer program and continued at the
Performing Arts Academy. At 15, he travelled to Cuba for the International
Jazz Festival (wth Latin Flavor, now better known as INSIGHT). He serves
as both accompanist and bandleader in several groups in the regional
Latin Jazz scene, including the Latin Jazz Bank ‘TROMBEATZ’. Over the
years, he has performed with Andy Gonzalez, Cheo Feliciano and Zaccai
and Luques Curtis, among others. Nelson’s energy on and off the stage is
contagious, and his undying passion for arts advocacy and education is
invaluable.



COCC is Proud to Support the 2026
Taste of the Caribbean & Jerk Festival

This celebration brings together the rich flavors, vibrant music, and powerful
cultural traditions that strengthen our community year after year. We believe in
investing in events that uplift local families, highlight small businesses, and
honor the diverse heritage that makes Hartford such a dynamic place to live
and work. To all the chefs, performers, vendors, and attendees - thank you for
sharing your talent, passion, and culture.

About COCC

As an industry-leading fintech provider, COCC delivers innovative, comprehensive
technology solutions and strategic partnerships with an unparalleled focus on
service. Desighated a Top Workplace in Connecticut and a nationally certified
Great Place to Work, COCC recognizes employees as the core of our success! Our
mission is to provide a great employee experience for all, one where each
employee has the opportunity to carve their own path, be themselves, and thrive in
their career.

Be Nice. Be Proud. Be You.
cocc.com/careers




REFLECTIONS PSYCHOTHERAPY SERVICES

Need
Support?
Scan Here

Client Referral Form

O
REFLECTIONS 7
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Understanding Emancipation Day in the Caribbean

mancipation Day commemorates the abolition of slavery in the Caribbean.

It is celebrated on August 1st in many Caribbean nations.

ﬂ The day marks the 1834 emancipation of enslaved Africans in British colonies.
ﬂ Celebrations often include parades, cultural events, and educational activities.
ﬂ It serves as a reminder of the struggles for freedom and equality.

‘ * Various countries have unique traditions and historical contexts surrounding the observance.




CARE TEAM

Healthcare

That Keeps Up.

With Our
Community.

CareTeam Health provides convenient,
compassionate care designed for real life.
From primary care and urgent care to
mental health support and telehealth visits,
we make access simple.

o)

CTHIEALT]

Primary Care

Comprehensive care for
you and your family],
building healthier lives
together.

Mental Health Services

Compassionate support for

your mind and well-being.
You're not alone.

OUR SERVICES

Urgent Care

Walk in. Get seen.

Get back to what
matters most.

Telehealth Appointments

Care from the comfort
of home—easy, secure,

and convenient.

Convenient care. Compassionate service.
Access when you need it.

Book Now
@ careteamhealth.net

R, 860-483-8836




SAT.,AUGC. 1, 2026 CRAFTS & MORE

1PM-5PM Face Painting-Chaunie

Double Dutch- Lady Carrie
OTHE RIVERFRONT R i s tu Al iaey

8

Sclence Center Hula Hoop-Diamond Tree
- Talent Showcase @ 4pm
(6 $S FREE $S Soccer Demo-Hartford Lions

Live Music by
“ » DJFire and Ice
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There's power
In creating
good energy

CNG is proud to sponsor Taste of the Caribbean
Arts & Culture CT, Inc. We're committed to
supporting the arts, uplifting cultural organizations,
and nurturing the communities that bring us together.
Because when creativity thrives,
it powers the connections that matter most.

(@@ CNG

An Avangrid company

Paid for by CNG shareholders. 2612269



EXPAND YOUR
HORIZONS

FLEXIBLE STUDENT
OFFERINGS TUITION FOCUSED

APPLY TODAY [m] = [x]
ctstate.edu - .

CLASSES START AUGUST 27 [m] ek

Asnuntuck (Enfield) » Capital (Hartford) » Gateway (New Haven/North Haven)
Housatonic (Bridgeport) ®* Manchester ¢ Middlesex (Middletown)
Naugatuck Valley (Waterbury/Danbury) ® Northwestern (Winsted)

Norwalk * Quinebaug Valley (Danielson/Willimantic)
COMMUNITY COLLEGE Three Rivers (Norwich) ® Tunxis (Farmington/Bristol)




_ ﬁ? FAREWELL TO MUSICAL ICON JIMMY CLIFF

my Cliff, reggae legend whose unique tone and lyricism helped propel Reggae into the
iternational spotlight, died on November 24, 2025, following a seizure and battle with
pneumonia. He was eighty-one years old when he died. He was one of Jamaican music’s early
stars and one of its greatest ambassadors, emerging as Reggae evolved from the sounds of Ska and
Rocksteady in the 1960’s and early 1970’s.

Born James Chambers in St. James Parish, Jamaica, one of nine children, he began singing in school
and in church at the age of six. His father, a tailor, hoped that his son would study medicine. After
being exposed to American music from New Orleans and Florida through the radio, James moved
to Kingston as a teenager to pursue his artistic ambitions. He changed his surname to Cliff as a
reflection of the heights of success he wanted to achieve.

His debut hit single in Jamaica was Hurricane Hattie in 1962. He was then selected to perform as a
representative of the island, at the 1964 World'’s Fair in New York City. He then went on to pen
several other hits such as, Many Rivers to Cross (1969), and 1972’s The Harder They Come, which
was featured on the soundtrack of the seminal Jamaican movie of the same name in which he was
cast as in the lead role of lvanhoe “Ilvan” Martin. Though he initially struggled to find his footing
with audiences abroad, Cliff earned critical and commercial success with songs such as Wonderful
World, Beautiful People, and the protest anthem Vietnam. Despite addressing war and tragedy

in his music, the artist infused his lyrics with a hopeful outlook.

Cliff subsequently appeared in other movies such as Club Paradise (1985), starring Robin Williams
and Peter O'Toole, contributing several songs to the soundtrack. Later, he performed in the movie
Marked for Death (1990) starring Steven Seagal. His 1993 cover of Johhny Nash’s | Can See Clearly
Now, was featured on the soundtrack of the sports comedy movie, Cool Runnings.

Over the course of his career, Cliff was awarded 2 Grammy Awards and landed 7 Grammy
nominations. In 2010, Jimmy Cliff became the second reggae artist, after Bob Marley, to be
inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame.

In its obituary, CBS News stated, “Cliff, along with other icons such as Bob Marley and Toots Hibbert
helped give the music and culture of their relatively small Caribbean nation a global impact that
endures today and far exceeds Jamaica's size in terms of population economy.”

In a tribute to Jimmy Cliff after his death was announced, Jamaican Prime Minister
Andrew Holness called Cliff,

“A true cultural giant whose music carried the heart of our
nation to the world. Jimmy CIliff told our story with honesty and soul,"

Holness said. "His music lifted people through hard times, inspired generations, and helped to
shape the global respect that Jamaican culture enjoys today. We give thanks for his life, his
contribution, and the pride he brought to
Jamaica ... Walk good, Jimmy Cliff. Your
legacy lives on in every corner of our
island and in the hearts of the Jamaican
people."

Jimmy CIliff is survived by his wife Latifa Chambers a



Sly Dunbar passed away at his home in Kingston,
Jamaica on January 26, 2026. He was seventy-three
years old. Born Lowell Fillmore Dunbar, he was the
youngest of three children whose parents both
worked at Kingston International Airport.

Sly started playing on tin cans, after seeing Lloyd
Knibbs and the Skatalites on television. “I saw
Knibbs playing and | thought, ‘I want to be a
drummer’ because he is the hardest worker in the
band,” he said in a 1997 interview. “He’s my idol! In
some ways, | am self-taught, but | got a lot of help
from other drummers by watching them play.”

Dunbar began his musical career at the age of fifteen, when he was in a band called
The Yardbrooms. He then played with a variety of local groups to gain experience. He
was then drafted into the Volcanos, the resident act at the Colony Club in Discovery Bay
on the north coast of Jamaica. It was during this phase of his career that he received
the nickname “Sly,” due to his veneration of the American funk band, Sly and the Family
Stone.

In 1972, Sly met bass guitarist Robbie Shakespeare and they eventually formed the
rhythm section and production group, Sly and Robbie, which shot them into stardom.
Their sound had a heavy emphasis on the beat - including the pioneering “rockers”
rhythm, which introduced more syncopation and energy to the music. Sly and Robbie
were one of the most creative and in-demand partnerships in reggae. They spent the
1970’s working with major reggae acts like Gregory Isaacs, Black Uhuru, Dennis Brown,
Jimmy Cliff, and Barrington Levy, while touring the USA with Peter Tosh. They had their
breakthrough on The Mighty Diamonds’ 1976 album “Right Time.”

Sly and Robbie, the “Rhythm Twins,” as they became known, also recorded and
produced with Madonna, Mick Jagger, Joe Cocker, the Rolling Stones, Yoko Ono,
Jackson Brown, Sinead O’Connor, Carly Simon, Gwen Guthrie, No doubt, Bob Dylan,
Marianne Faithful, Herbie Hancock, and Grace Jones. In the early 1980’s Sly and
Robbie founded their own production company and Label, Taxi Records, and nurtured a
new generation of Jamaican artists such as Shaggy, Shabba Ranks, Skip Marley,
Beenie Man and Red Dragon. Then in the early 1990's they developed a bright and
melodic take on dancehall music with the duo Chaka Demus & Pliers, scoring hits with
Tease Me and Murder She Wrote. At one point, Robbie Shakespeare, who died in
2021, estimated that he and Sly Dunbar had participated in more than 200,000
recordings, either their own or as backup musicians or producers for other artists.

Qver his career, Mr. Dunbar received 13 Grammy Award nominations and he won two.
In 2015, he was awarded the Order of Distinction by the Jamaican government.

Lowell Fillmore (Sly)Dunbar is survived by his wife, Thelma and their daughter, Natasha.



Honorable Bobby Gibson
Connecticut State Representative
Deputy Speaker
15" District — Bloomfield, West Hartford

Congratulations to the Taste of Caribbean & Jerk Festival for 21
years of good memories and fun times!



ROLLING

At The Rolling Roti, we bring the
rich flavors of Guyana to your
plate, using time-honored recipes
passed down through
generations. Our cuisine is a
vibrant fusion of Indian and Creole
influences, reflecting the diverse
heritage of our homeland. Our
signature dish is Roti—a soft, flaky
flatbread—served alongside a
variety of flavorful curries,
vegetables, and beloved classics
like chicken and goat.

Follow us on Instagram and

Facebook @therollingroti for daily
updates on menu and location.

Email: therollingroti.foodtruck@gmail.com
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GENERAL CONTRACTING
——SERVIEES —

QUALITY WORK.
HONEST SERVICE.
BUILT TO LAST.

FLOORING CARPENTRY PAINTING KITCHEN REMODELING
& BATH

LICENSE: 069-9-6-3-1
TELEPHONE: 959-759-34-02
BASED IN: CONNECTICUT

EMAIL: MarlonSpencer608@gmail.com

BUSINESS NUMBER:
ALWAYS THE SAME THING

@ LICENSED & INSURED

‘OUR SERVICES
Y @ FLOOAING
@ CARPENTRY
@ PNNTING
SERVICES @ IOTCHEN & BATH
CLALTT w wOME RARCL B T 3 LT O REM(UNG
LCOGE 0448 31 @ AND MORE
959-759-34-02

BASID Bk COMSECTICUT

— OUR RECENT WORK ——

COMMERCIAL INTERIOR FINISH CUSTOM INTERIOR DESIGN CUSTOM WINE DISPLAY WALL
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QUALITY WORK.
HONEST SERVICE.
BUILT TO LAST.
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BATHROOM REMODEL

— OUR SERVICES —
@ FLoORING @ KITCHEN & BATH
& carpeNTRY @ REMODELING

@ PAINTING @ AND MORE

FREE ESTIMATES ——

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SERVING ALL OF CONNECTICUT

FREE ESTIMATES QUALITY
MATERIALS

AN

BUILT ON QUALITY.

FOCUSED ON YOU.

Thank you for supporting

D&M General Contracting Services!




Taste of the Caribbean Annual Fashion Show 2026 ««-=ssssssemssamsiamssmnnannanss

TASTE OF THE CARIBBEAN ANNUAL JAZZ FUSION 2026
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TASTE OF CARIBBEAN - ANNUAL JAZZ FUSION HONOREES

2026
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The Carmon Family believes
that each individual’s
funeral should be personal
and meaningful.

Our services reflect the
Carmon family values and
our ongoing commitment

fo serve all families
in our communities
with compassion and
understanding.

Community Funeral Homes

Funerals * Cremation ¢ PrePlanning * Repasts



CRUMBIE
LAW GROUP

LLC

Fxperience. Advocacy. Excellence

This Jamaican Independence season, we salute the strength,
resilience, and vibrant culture of the Jamaican people. As we
celebrate 64 years of freedom, unity, and progress, we stand with
our community—proudly supporting your legal needs with
excellence and dedication.

Our legal services include:

e Supporting Organizations as Outside General
Counsel;

Litigation and Trial Practice;

Immigration Representation;

Corporate and Business Representation;
Residential and Commercial Real Estate;
Internal Investigations.

Whether you're starting a new business venture, protecting your
loved ones, or building your legacy—we're here for you, every step
of the way.

Crumbie Law Group, LLC is a full service corporate and business law firm.
New England’s largest certified Minority Business Enterprise law firm.

Ph. 860-725-0025 - www.crumbielaw.com
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Scan QR To Download

Give the Gift of
Peace of Mind

Help your family by planning your own funeral.

Fill out the form and receive our FREE preplanning guide to
help you plan ahead while saving your family time, stress, and
money.

This guide includes:

v Tips on what to consider when planning your funeral
v Funeral arrangement options

v Advice about how to choose what'’s right for you

v/ Documents and details you need to have in order

“Preserving Legacies, Offering
Hope, And Mending
Generations”

Bloomfield New Haven Hartford

HOWARD K. HILL FUNERAL SERVICES HOWARD K. HILL FUNERAL SERVICES HOWARD K. HILL FUNERAL SERVICES
(Formerly Henry L. Fuqua Funeral Service) 1287 Chapel St, New Haven, CT 06511 (Formerly Clark Bell & Bell Funeral Home)
94 Granby St, Bloomfield, CT 06002 PHONE:(203)624-4477 319 Barbour St, Hartford, CT 06120
PHONE:(860)769-6841 PHONE:(860)247-8793
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How about Forever by Rilzy Adams - Giselle Lorde and Roman Braithwaite share an instant, burning connection after meeting
in Antigua during their best friends' elopement. They agree to a single, passion-filled night to get each other out of their
systems—but the plan backfires. Terrified of the emotional depth of their connection, Giselle bolts the next morning and
spends the next two and a half years running from her feelings.

Facing the Sun by Janice Lynn Mather is a YA coming-of-age novel set in a Nassau neighborhood in the Bahamas. Over one
transformative summer, four friends—Eve, Faith, KeeKee, and Nia—face family struggles, personal secrets, and the challenges
of growing up when a major resort development threatens their community’s beloved beach.

Smallie by Eden McKenzie Goddard is a multigenerational family saga that explores immigration, generational trauma, and the
lasting effects of the Windrush scandal. The novel follows Lucinda Brown, who leaves Barbados for England in 1961, and traces
the experiences of her British-Barbadian family across decades, culminating in the devastating consequences of the Windrush
scandal later in her life.

Now Then by Morgan Radford - follows a young black Harvard student navigating her own path to self-discovery while uncovering her
mother’s secret past fleeing the Cuban Revolution.

Dique Dominican by Ayendy Bonifacio is a memoir that explores the immigrant experience across the Dominican Republic and the
United States. Through reflections on memory, language, and loss, Bonifacio examines the challenges of living between cultures and the
lasting impact of a life divided by borders.

A Trace of Sun by Pam Williams - a young man reconnected with his family in England, after years of separation - can they find their way
back to each other?

Good Good Loving by Yvette Edwards - a family’s secrets, love and loss told through the memories of Ellen as she lies dying in the hospital
bed, with her children arguing at her bedside.

Haiti - Dey by Edwidge Danticat - a timely story about a Haitian American real estate agent in Miami, Magnolia, whose life is upended
after surviving a random mall shooting, forcing her to confront her identity, family and the meaning of home between Miami and Haiti.

Fireflies in Winter by Eleanor Shearer is a historical fiction novel set in 1796 Nova Scotia, following Cora, a young Jamaican Maroon
orphan, who struggles to adapt to the harsh Canadian winter after being forcibly relocated.

Code Noir - Canisia Lubrin - The fifty-nine stories in this collection are each prefaced by one of Louis XIV’s fifty-nine “Black codes,” the
rules of conduct in France and its colonies regarding slaves and slavery.

Land of Love and Drowning by Tiphanie Yanique - a Caribbean family saga set in the Virgin Islands following generations of women whose
lives are shared by love, loss, magic, and the sea. Blending history and folklore, it explores the enduring bonds of family and the power of
storytelling.

Golden Child by Claire Adam - This novel offers a gripping glimpse into the life of a family living in rural Trinidad. It explores the struggles of
parents Clyde and Joy Deyalsingh as they care for their twin sons, Peter and Paul. Tensions rise when Paul, considered “different,” goes
missing, leading to devastating choices that challenge the family’s bonds.



Cuba (1938) - The ultimate trendsetters.
The very first Caribbean team to qualify, making it all the way to the Quarterfinals!

Haiti (1974 & 2026) - History makers? By qualifying this year, they broke a 52-year drought and
became the ONLY Caribbean island to qualify twice.

Jamaica (1998) - Who could forget the legendary “Reggae Boyz” and their iconic 2-1 victory over Japan?
Trinidad & Tobago (2006) - Led by Dwight Yorke, they shocked the world with an heroic 0-0 draw against Sweden.

Curacao (2026) - The “Blue Wave” with just a population of 156,000 people, they are officially the SMALLEST nation by
population to ever qualify for a World Cup.

DRIP RADIO
DINIP @INJLINIE (R¥ADI[©

DRIP Radio 860,

established in 2008, is an Internet Radio Broadcaster
that provides a daily medium to Inform, Educate
and Entertain the Hartford and other surrounding
communities, and a Global International Reach.

DRIP Radio is a 24-hour radio station

that features a variety of different music, including Reggae,
Calypso, R&B, Gospel, and more. DRIP Radio fosters
community pride, increases social interactions and serves
as a valuable source of information globally; through Radio,
App, Internet and other Social Media. DRIP Radio truly enjoys
Informing, Educating and Entertaining the Community.




—

|

Caribbean Herbal edicie also known a
iliness while also providing nutritional value. Below is a list of Caribbean Herbal Medicines, each

detailing its unique purpose.
*Please note that the author of this article is not a medical professional but is writing from the perspective of her own

. BUSH TEA

s Bush Tea i‘often used to improve health and manage

personal knowledge and experience. Please Consult Your Doctor, Medical or Mental Health Professional Before Using.

Caribbean Herbal
Medicine aka Bush Tea

Medicinal and Health Benefits

Combats certain cancer cells, including leukemia and breast

Ghini Hen
cancer.
S S Helps with Sleep and Relaxation, Calms the mind, Reduces Blood
BUr Sop Pressure and Cancer.
Vervine Calms the nerves. Good for digestion.
Mango Leaf Treats diabetes, lowers high blood pressure, and reduces
cholesterol.
. Helps get rid of colds and flu, soothes stomach discomfort,
Lime Leaf

reduces bloating and helps with digestion.

Star Apple Leaf

Helps to lower and manage high blood pressure.

Bread Fruit Leaf

Manages high blood pressure, diabetes, and kidney health.

Meringue

Lowers blood sugar levels and helps lower cholesterol.

Cerese

Diabetes management, cleanses blood and purges the body of
toxins. Also helps with stomachache.

Fever Grass

Soothes stomach aches, helps with digestion and also helps to
cleanse the body.

Nutmeg

Used to improve digestion, aiding in the reduction of gas,
bloating, and indigestion. Helps to treat anxiety and depression.

Dog Blood Bush

Supports female reproductive health, particularly for increasing fertility,
clearing fibroids, and aiding in womb healing. Detoxes the body and
reduces inflammation. Helps with bodily swelling and pain.

Cinnamon Leaf

Helps regulate blood sugar, lowers inflammation,
lower cholesterol and reduce blood pressure. Also, lowers stress and helps with
early Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s.

Leaf of life

Commonly used to treat colds and flu, sore throat, bronchitis
and asthma.

Papaya Leaf

Helps to lower blood sugar levels, reduces growth of certain tumor cells - such as
prostate and breast cancer. It also helps to alleviate constipation, gas, bloating
and heartburn.

& Guava Leaf

Commonly used to lower blood sugar levels, treat diarrhea, reduce stomach
bacteria, and ease stomach issues. It is also used to treat acne, calm skin irritation

and aid in hair growth.
Author: Andrea Genus
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Sometimes the greatest impact isn't found in what we deliver, but in the lives
that touch our own.

' Beyond the Barrels was built on the belief that real change happens when communities come
together. What began as a collaboration between local West Indian non-profit organizations for

' Hurricane Melissa Relief, quickly became something much bigger, bringing together volunteers,

donors, churches, schools, sponsors, and an entire community with one purpose: to serve.

The barrels were unpacked.
The supplies were delivered.
The workshops were completed.

But the greatest gift wasn't found inside a barrel.

It was found in every smile, every conversation, every connection, and every
child
who proudly stood and declared:

WE ARE POWERFUL!!

Those words became more than a chant. They became the heartbeat of this
mission.

The children reminded us of resilience.
The community reminded us of generosity.
And every volunteer left forever changed.

We came carrying supplies, but we left carrying hope, purpose, and a renewed
belief that when a community comes together in service, there is no limit to
the impact we can make.

Disasters may change landscapes, but they never have the final word. Hope

lives. Compassion lives. Resilience lives. And when people come together to
serve, love lives on through every act of kindness.

This is only the beginning. E4$)

by Angela Balfour
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HOT OFF THE PRESS
‘PRINTERS L LG

‘ Quality prints...on time

» LARGE FORMAT PRINTS » FLIERS / POSTERS
> BANNERS » PDF BOOKS
> RETRACTABLE BANNERS > BUSINESS CARDS
> WALL / VINYL GRAPHICS » INVOICE BOOKS
» VEHICLE GRAPHICS > LABELS / STICKERS
» BROCHURES / MAGAZINES » TICKETS / DECALS
[A% wlje- de GRAPHIC DESIGN

ON TIME | RELIABLE | HIGH QUALITY
TEL: 860-904-8553
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Tomy's Alll

~ Seasoms Catering

Invite your guests. We’'ll do the rest!

10 Love Lane
Hartford, CT 06112
(860)690-3656
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. The West Indian Foundation
~ - Celebrates the Taste of the - -
-~ Caribbean & Jerk Festival . _ '

(
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The mission of the Wést Indian Foundation is to foster and strengthen a sense of unity

-within the West Indian community through strategic partnerships in the areas of health,

education, business, and culture.

116 Cottage Grove Road, Suite 204, Bloomfield, CT 06002
Telephone: (860) 216-5950

www.westindianfoundation.org

THE
EMERALD
HOUSE

Home mb the Qil;e, @lmnrém Centen and, ‘Drwam@i% euﬂa}z

A HEALING SPACE WHERE VOICES ARE DISCOVERED, PURPOSE IS
ACTIVATED AND GENERATIONS ARE TRANSFORMED.

IH 4
ololonales The

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
« Individual & Family Therapy
« |dentity & Purpose Coaching
« Support Groups for Both

Children & Families
« And More!
* Accepting Husky Insurance

CALL DR. JACKIE TODAY
860.246.2323
VISIT US AT 1443 ALBANY AVENUE
INFO@LIFECHANGERCENTER.COM

HARTFORD CT 06112
@EMERALDHOUSEHARTFORD




The Sound Pipers Band
The Taste of the Caribbean & Jerk Festival 2026
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s AUTISM

RESPITE SERVICES . Realty, LLC

SECOND CHANCE HOME CARE LLC ; Making Your Dreargs Come True.

Our services are tailored to improve the quality of life
for individuals with autism and their families.

s -
. . / ’
| . me./ SOLD

We Provide: : \ . T . |

¢ Group Day Support Options (DSO)
e Group Supported Employment (G
7 o Individualized Day Support (IDS)"

* Individualized Supported Employment{ISE) 2 O : /4 '
» Individualized Home Support (IHS)" i L A ' v /\
» Personal Support (PS) ‘i -
® Respite Services 5 . " i l.l ; i
L

 Senior Support

- —— .

* Transportation (P ‘ & 547 Burnside Avenue,
; ¥ East Hartford, CT 06108
547 Burnside Ave, Suite 101 - East Hartford, CT 06108 o

=  (860)282-8811
O 860-263-8259 O 860-818-8075 ki Fax: (860) 282-8844
Info@SecondChanceHomeCare.com ) SecondChanceHomeCare.com




InterCommunity

Health Care .
is helping

adults and children

Get Well..\

right around the corner!

InterCommunity Health Care is helping adults and children get well and stay well at our
community health centers. We treat thousands of people each yearin our offices located " R

throughout Greater Hartford.

InterCommunity Health Care provides primary care, mental health care and addiction recovery
services to every member of the family. From sick visits and vaccinations, to annual physicals and
mental health treatment, we care for the whole person. Our compassionate providers will work
with you to get healthy and stay healthy by addressing all of your health care needs

in one convenient location.

Call us today at 860-569-5900 and we'nl get you scheduled with a provider,
often the same day you call.

Visit our newly renovated :
clinic at 40 Coventry Street ga\y » Inter Commumt}’
in Hartford's North End! ‘ ‘

Health Care

Health Care for the Whole Person

860-569-5900
www.intercommunityct.org

Our community health centers are located at:
40 Coventry Street, Hartford

281 Main Street, East Hartford

828 Sullivan Ave,, South Windsor

Come find out how we’ve changed the meaning of care -
and caring.

.#WeWontStopCaring l] @ ﬂﬂ “ X

Most insurances and uninsured accepted  Nosostros hablamos Espanol

PRIMARY CARE ADDICTION RECOVERY




Friends of

The Taste of the Caribbean

Taste Of The Caribbean Arts & Culture CT, Inc

Elorie Stevens Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Perry RN
Hopal and Antony Daley Dr. Fiona Vernal TR ~ THANK YOU FOR YOUR
Dawn and Roy Manning Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth McGregor . GENEROUS GIFTS & FOR
Joy and Norman Clarke Mr. & Mrs. Orvill Jones - = SUPPORTING A TASTE OF
Kent Stevens Norma Cheeks \ : R THE CARIBBEAN IN
Janett Stevens - Flynn Dr. Sweets Wilson : S CONNECTICUT!
Lorna and Kenneth Wright Sr. Opal Bravo LU

Andrea Genus Claudette Graham VA

Sophia and Keith Martin Cynthia Solomon i\ INTERESTED IN
Dean Wilson and Josette Hill Wilson Lloyd G. MacBeth SUPPORTING TASTE
JAH Financial Services Claudette & Winston TOO?

Paul Williamson Pauline DeBeatham
Dr. Marcia Anderson-Esson & Family Vanessa Miller
Eunice & James Towler & Family Cumal Gray
Edna Clunie Rose Lachance

visit us at
www.tastect.org/support

Sherrie Shields Jevannie Marchant for more information

Mike Whilby & Anna Whilby Maxine O’Connor

Monique Wilson Jockline Trout

Owen & Silveiah Innerarity Ledyitee Wheggar

Marva Douglas - Wilks Patricia Lewis

Margarite Morgan Marie Harvey

Mark Brown Shenelle Wilks Sa
Cassandra Douglas Shawn Bailey

Glendon Wilks Dwayne Douglas

LeeAnn Douglas-Trotman Camry Brown

Camile Hudson Justin Trotman
John Fuentes Carmen Fuentes

—hank you—

TASTE OF THE CARIBBEAN & JERK FESTIVAL SOUVENIR MAGAZINE

PRINTER GRAPHIC DESIGNER

Wayne Clahar Nicole Veilleux
Hot Off the Press Freelance

860-904-8553 nicolemveilleux@gmail.com
claharw@gmail.com
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RCCOUNTING, PRYROLL, BUSINESS CONSULTATION

JAHFinancialServices ﬁ Eﬂ
AkEIC (=] bt =]

S Bt

QR Code For Josette QR Code For JAH

Income Tax Filling | IRS Support | Life Insurance &
Retirement Plan | Small Business Consult | Business Funding |
Bookkeeping & Payroll Credit Counselling | Notary Public |
Real Estate Investing | Birth Certificate and Passport Renewal

SERVICES: for all Caribbean Diaspora | First Time Home Buyer Program |
Document Preparation | Property Management | Government

Grant Funding Programs | Immigration and Citizenship |
501c(3) Non-Profit Formation | Build Business Credit

Location: 696 Park Street, Hartford CT 06106

Phone No: 860 - 538 - 4476
Email:accounting@jahfinancialservices.com

www.jahfinancialservices.com




B DORMAN LAW FIRM /
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THE DORMAN LAW FIRM

ATTORNEY L LEGAL SERVICES

CALL US TODAY AT

860-524-1862

Your Lawyer, Your Side

Family Law « Immigration Law
Criminal Defense « Real Estate
Deportation Defense

255 MAIN ST, SUITE 400
HARTFORD, CT 06106

WWW.TDORMANLAW.COM



yu nhm njoy a TASTE of the Caribbean

with 3 Delicious Recipes

Cou Cou
This tasty okra and mashed corn meal pudding is a Bajan National
Dish. Traditionally, it is served with fresh flying fish cooked in
gravy, but it can also be served with any other fish, meat or

vegetable stew.

40z okra (trimmed and roughly chopped)

1 oz - 2 Thsp. butter

1 % cups coarse corn meal Salt and ground black pepper
2 ¥ cups water or coconut milk

M th d ; — -

etno . .
Bring a pan of lightly salted and peppered water to the boil. quso Coconllt Smoothle
Add the okra and cook for 10 minutes. Remove with a slotted f INGREDIENTS
spoon and set aside. - = e *2 whole mangoes
Discard half the cooking liquid and return the pan to the heat. T N sl e
Add the okra back to the pan and gradually beat in the *% cup Greek

cornmeal. yogurt

*1/8 cup lime juice

Cook over low heat, beating vigorously. Gradually add the
water or coconut milk, beating well after each addition to *1/8 cup honey
prevent sticking.
*1 tsp vanilla

Add all ingredients to blender. .
extract (optional)

Blend until smooth and creamy.
Taste and adjust sweetness, if
needed. Pour into glass and serve
immediately.

Guyanese Pepper Pot INGREDIENTS

2 Ibs. beef (bone in preferred, cut into chunks)
1 |b. oxtail

1 % cups cassareep
1 Ib. cow heel (optional)

Cover and cook for about 20 minutes, stirring occasionally, until
the cornmeal is soft and cooked through. Then, cover with foil
and a lid to keep warm and moist until ready to serve. Dot with

butter before serving.

*% cup ice cubes

A slow simmered stew made from
cassareep, tender meats, warm spices
and generations of flavor. This dish

isn’t just food.... it’s heritage in a bowl.
6 cloves garlic, crushed

2 cinnamon sticks
Instructions 1 tsp cayenne pepper (to taste)

1.Season the beef with the brown sugar, salt, black pepper, 2 Thsps. brown sugar
thyme, cayenne, garlic, and % cup cassareep. Marinate if . . .
time allows. 1 medium onion chopped (optional)

2-3 wiri wiri peppers (or 1 scotch bonnet, whole)

2.Heat the oil in a large stockpot. Sauté one-third of the
onion and the garlic until fragrant. Add the beef and brown
well until dark and caramelized.

2 tsp dried thyme
2Tbsp oil & Salt & black pepper to taste

3.Cook the oxtail and cow heel separately until tender, reserving the cooking liquid.
4. Add the oxtail, cow heel, reserved liquid, remaining cassareep, spices, peppers, and onion to the beef.

5.Simmer uncovered over low heat for 2-3 hours, stirring occasionally, until the meat is tender and the sauce is
rich and thick.

6.Skim off excess oil, adjust the seasoning, and let rest for 15-20 minutes before serving.



+ As Chair of the Education Comm:ttee,madcsuna Black and uﬁnoﬂstoqismgllhwsdnok
and created a $10,000 scholarship for diverse teachers

+ Secured $415M for our district this year — $268M for our schools, making our district among the
biggest winners in the state

PROTECTING - SENIORS

* Preserved tax cuts on Social Security and pensions
* Defended Medicaid and long-term care from federal cuts
* Fighting for programs to make sure seniors can stay in their homes

MAKING CHILDCARE AFFORDABLE

+ Secured $S700M+ for CT's first-in-the-nation Child Care Endowment Fund
» Free childcare on track for families earning under $100,000 by 2030

LOWERING COSTS '~ TOWNS

* Backed a balanced budget — billions in debt paid down, no new taxes
* Delivered hundreds of millions in property tax relief to our towns

Vote early at your town or city hall from
August 3 through August 9

@ DougMcCrory.com OQSQnMcCrory @) @SenatorMcCrory @ @SenDougMcCrory
Paid for by McCrory For Senate 2026. Approved By Doug McCrory




An Inimitable Life: Celebrating the Life of Kenneth P. Bennett Sr.

"You do the best you can, to all the people you can,

as long as you can."

Few of us will have our lives unfold across a century, much less 103 years.
Kenneth Bennett had such an honor. He lived an inimitable life as a
centenarian, a paragon of virtue, love, family commitment,
entrepreneurship, and civic engagement. Kenneth P. Bennett Sr. grew up on
a farm in Clarendon, Jamaica, one of nine children in a family that grew
coffee, sugarcane, and cocoa, and raised goats, pigs, and cattle on land his
great-grandfather had inherited after Emancipation. It was, by his own
account, a life of relative means compared to many of his West Indian
neighbors — but World War Il brought that world to a halt. Imports and exports dried up, money grew scarce, and
opportunity for young men on the island narrowed to almost nothing.

At just twenty years old, Bennett was among the thousands of British West Indian men recruited to fill wartime
labor shortages in the United States. He passed the rigorous physical examination required of recruits and, in 1943,
sailed for five days and four nights from Jamaica to the Gulf of Mexico — one of 8,244 men to arrive that year, a
number that would grow to nearly 21,000 by 1945. He was assigned first to a canning factory in Hudson, New York,
and later moved to Connecticut, where he worked the shade tobacco fields, training American college women,
many of them from the South, who came north each season to work alongside the West Indian laborers. He would
go on to train as a machinist, working twelve years at Billings & Spencer and twenty-eight more at Stanadyne
before retiring.

It was on a Connecticut tobacco farm that Bennett met Eva Mae McDowell, a student at North Carolina Central
University who had come north for seasonal work like so many others of her generation. They married in 1952.
Together they built a life defined by industry and partnership: alongside his work as a machinist, the couple
purchased and managed rental properties and, in 1961, founded Bennett Caterers, preparing American, French,
and Italian fare for the Greater Hartford community. They raised nine children and for decades, made many others
feel like they were a part of the Bennett family.

Bennett's civic life was as full as his working one. He and Eva were lifelong, founding-era members of the West
Indian Social Club, from its home on Barbour Street to its Main Street location. He served for years as its chairman,
and though he was asked more than once to run for president, he stepped back in deference to his family and his
belief that the role deserved someone who could give it undivided attention. He helped raise funds that sustained
the club through its strongest years, and he never stopped worrying over its future — pressing, even in his nineties,
for the club to find new ways to serve a West Indian community that had grown beyond Hartford's borders.

His commitment to community extended well past the club. He sponsored family members' immigration to the
United States, including two of his sisters. He and Eva were active in the Urban League and the NAACP, in their local
church, and in the civic life of Bloomfield, where they moved in 1970 in search of better schools for their children.
Bennett served as a wetlands commissioner for the town and sat on its 100th-anniversary committee as its oldest
memllaelr E a rci]lce that mirrored his standing, in his final years, as the oldest active member of the West Indian
Social Club itself.

That move to Bloomfield was not without its costs. A white neighbor who had once happily shown Bennett around
his own property — mistaking him for a groundskeeper — refused to speak to him once he learned Bennett was
the homeowner next door. Bennett's response was characteristically unsentimental. Like many other West Indians,
he kept his eyes on the prize: his family and his community. The home he built there became, in time, a piece of
the generational wealth he passed to his children — one of several properties he and Eva accumulated through
decades of disciplined work.

Bennett's story is one of cementing a life: meeting his great love, finding his vocation as a machinist, pursuing
successful entrepreneurial ventures, rearing his family, sponsoring family members' journeys to America, and giving
of himself to his fraternal and social organizations and to his community. He navigated America's changing racial,
social, and economic landscape with discipline, hard work, and respect, bearing the indignities placed before him
with a grace expressed best in his own words: "You do the best you can, to all the people you can, and as long as
you can." His selfless life of honor and service, spanning 103 remarkable years, is a testament to the hopes and
dreams of West Indian immigrants who made their lives in the United States. That we could be so lucky to follow in
his footsteps and lead the fulfilling life we are celebrating today.

Dr. Fiona Vernal, University of Connecticut



Celebrating the Life of Evans Agostine Caesar

Evans Agostine Caesar, affectionately known to all who loved him as "Caesar," passed
away peacefully on Saturday, April 11, 2026, at the age of 82. He leaves behind a
legacy not measured in accomplishments alone, but in the countless lives he touched
with his warmth, his generosity, and his unmistakable presence.

Evans was born on May 26, 1943, in Penal Rock Road, Trinidad, W.I., the son of the
late Ensley and Paulina (McNish) Caesar. He was preceded in death by his cherished
wife of many years, Annie Caesar, who passed in 2007.

In 1979, Evans made the courageous decision to bring his family to the United States,
driven by a deep desire to build something better for those he loved. And build he did
- not just a life, but a home, a community, and a reputation that preceded him
wherever he went. He was a man who showed up, rolled up his sleeves, and gave
everything he had.

Known throughaut the communlty as a gifted auto mechanic, Evans had a rare gift for fixing things and an even

] i 18 ) edge freely with anyone who needed it. He later devoted years of dedicated
; ly retired. Beyond his work, Evans was a fixture in his

and several other organizations - and it was nearly

face lit up at the mention of "Caesar."

Anthony Grant
Financial Advisor*

Owner
INSURANCE * SAVINGS « RETIREMENT

Grant Financial Solutions LLC

100 Northfield Drive, Suite 200

Windsor, CT 06095

860.985.9824 Tel FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS, LLC
860.683.8033 Fax

agrant@grantfinancialus.com

grantfinancialus.com



Serving the
neighborhoods
where we
work, live and

play.

Eversource is proud to support The
Taste of the Caribbean Arts & Culture
CT, Inc., and their annual Taste of the
Caribbean & Jerk Festival.

We are happy to be a part of one
of Hartford’s signature family-oriented
and highly anticipated events.

EVERSSURCE
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“As a working mother, | see how policy shows up in
real life. My advocacy, leadership, and commitment to
this community continue to be inspired by my two

DEMOCRAT A
AN, o o ,,
TAYLOR exceptional children, Chloe and Steven.
YOU HAVE THREE WAYS TO VOTE THIS YEAR: [u] 5'-'.1'-
L © ByAbsentee Ballot. Requestyoursnow:  Reel s
pumme' @ Early August 3-9, in person B e
© On Election Day, Aug. T1,in person FELeD

FOR STATE SENATE
VOTE

BLOOMFIELD - HARTFORD - WINDSOR

“Row G FOR GHANGE

Paid for by Ayana for State Senate 2026. Dondre Roberts, Treasurer. Approved by Ayana Taylor.

Integrity First.
Accountability Always.
Leadership that serves YOU.
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TOC SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 2026

PLAZA STAGE

1:00PM = 1:30 PMlrrrieerrcceiireie e esrsnsr e s e s mresresee s e neeemeeene e MIUSIC ON the Plaza (D) Big O)MC/ Carl Jacobs (C)J)
10T o] g T Y o 1 TN Welcome - Leslie Perry / Marva Douglas
1:45 pm - 2:45pM......ccievruvvieesessirenemnnnnen.Carnival Parade/Flag Raising Ceremony/Caribbean American Dancers

Melissa Cralg - Stilt Walker / Grace C. Wright Performing Arts
St Lucian American La Rose Sole Group

2:45DM0 = J105 PIMisosiivissvsusonssnsssnssyssnssssssvsssssssassvaasnivnsssabss s ssssss oo avessass savbinnssus sns b sssssivasivis Harmony Music Makers
3:10pm - 3:30PM...cccccvcriirireceereesesnennnne.. MUSic on the Plaza (D) Big O), MC/Gregory Mark (Wasine) MC / El Capri
3¢ 10] 0] 1 IS 130 o] 1 | JPNRURO OO T OO OO T O OO U U U P OO PTOTPUPPPPOPPUPPROt Toplane
T/ 10100y I3 010 o] o ) O RR Nelson Bello (Salsa/Merengue/Reggaeton)
Di05PIM = 5:20 PIM crutiiiieiiiiisiisieiiesissiraeraresssteeressesssesassasesssassnsessssessessessssesssssssssnrsssasassnsnnennes Harmony Music Makers
Di25PM = B: L5 PM e ieecetetire e e v s rnrasresrese e snsr e sr e s s s s arasnesee s naessnesensnnanesnnnnenennnnnenenns. MIUSIC ON the Plaza (D) Big O)
G:15PM = 7500 PIMN ceerierieeeecinrereeesesrssaeeesesaseseessassasssseeeessassesesessssssssesssssassnsesesesassassseessessasnsseesessnse Sound Pipers Band
2:00pm - 230pmMCMu5|c on the Main (DJ Badda Snipes}
s/ Carl Jacobs (CJ), Elorie Stevens (El Capri), Gregory Mark (Wasine
2:30pM. = 240D M i sizranssmmiss i vaia s st v s e s Welcome - Leslie Perry / Marva Douglas
e o] 1 T i e i 0. § R, Yasmine Clahar
oo 011 Tl o7 o] 0 | P Jamaal Minott
K Y o] I 50 1Y o] 1 VPSR lyaphanso
4:05pm = 4:30PM..ccucrecvrrernrernrennnnnnn......MUsic on the Main (DJ Badda Snipes), MC /Elorie Stevens (El Capri)
TR IC 10T 0] 1 T S oY o o' TP Terry Gajraj
ST oY ot B o 010 ] 4 PO Tribal Legacy Band
211616 0] 0 MW 0 15 P W OSSN Mystic Saxx
6:30PpM I~ L 00PN s i B R T T T Dreama
1o 1 ) e 1L o 1 P —— Raffle
Z:5pm = Z:30PMuumeommsssssmmpmnein Music on the Main / (DJ Badda Snipes), MC / Gregory Mark (Wasine)
3101 0] 4 TR A £ o] o VO Derrick Barnett & The Statement Band
A Yo T FR 5 o 1 1RSSO RESTR Johnny Osbourne

ME S s R R s e S s T Elorie Stevens (El Capri), Gregory Mark (Wasine), Carl Jacobs (CJ)
DS s smmsmmmmannnnym s e S S A R R T S B R S Y R R S AR RS Big O, Badda Snipes
U | o SoundGuyz - Event Solutions Inc. Michael Powell, CEO
Producer COmMMITEEE...cuueeiietieieiieeiiie e v e ee e e enea e Taste of the Caribbean Arts & Culture CT, Inc.
Dorrette . Sterling-Chair, Anthony Fenton-Co-Chair,
Aliena Ali,
Elorie  Stevens, Kwame Gibbs, Tafari Cooper, Alphonso
McGriff

Barbara  Fenton Eleanor  Bolt-Cooper, Sepiya
Heatherman, Carol Carnegie



JAM DUNG
SUPERMARKET .

~ Stop Down!
\Your One-Stop Caribbean Grocery Needs on
Z Albany Avenue =

i

\\%. 651 Albany Avenue, Hartford, 860-595-3307




LAND DEVELOPMENT
A ENGINEERING DESIGN

CcCOMPANIES

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ELEVATE YOUR EXPECATIONS

A MINORITY OWNED BUSINESS

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT
PROGRAM MANAGEMENT
//A GENERAL CONTRACTING

SUMMITS DESIGN BUILD

36 JOHN ST, WWW.FREEMANCOS.COM
HARTFORD, CT WWW.7SUMMITSCC.COM




Congratulations on your
21°* Annual
Taste of the Caribbean
and Jerk Festival
Andrew Woods, CEO
www.hartfordctc.org

HARTFORD COMMUNITIES
THAT CARE, INC.

o




