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GREETINGS 

 

It is our pleasure to welcome one and all to our 14th Annual 
Taste of the Caribbean and Jerk Festival at the Mortensen 

Riverfront Plaza in down-
town Hartford Connecti-
cut.  As we celebrate 
another year of providing  
this free outdoor event, 
honoring the English, 
French and Spanish-
speaking islands of the 
Caribbean Diaspora, 
through music, food, 
dance, arts and culture, 

we say thank you for your  continued support over the years. 
Through the dedication and commitment of this organization 
with a vision of serving our community, we are able to pull 
together by promoting cultural diversity and fostering com-
munity pride.  I would like to again say thank you to our   
Executive Director Leslie Perry and this amazing committee 
for your outstanding service, loyalty and patience, as we 
work together to make this event happen. 
Thank you to your families for lending you to us. Thank you 
to our vendor's, sponsors, volunteers, artists, bands, danc-
ers, sound engineers, emcee's, security, our partner's 
Cayasco, Summer in the City, the Riverfront Recapture, and 
everyone that has taken the time to prepare for this great 
event.  And a very special thank you to you! for coming each 
year and supporting this great community event.    We look 
forward to continuing this event with your help by donating 
whatever you can is greatly appreciated.  
So as we enjoy the beautiful scenery, the great food and 
awesome music, Sit back relax and be transformed to the 
island right here in CT.    
 

Melinda DeBeatham-Terrell 
President & Event Programming 
 

On this our 14th anniversary of the Taste of the Car-
ibbean and Jerk Festival, I extend very special 
thanks to the Board of 
Directors, Committee 
Members, Vendors, En-
tertainers, our  many 
volunteers and to YOU 
the attendees, without 
whom this would not be 
possible. We also rec-
ognize the efforts of our 
partner, CAYASCO, Inc. 
and host, Riverfront Recapture, Inc., who have pro-
vided unwavering support throughout the past thir-

teen years.  

The Taste of the Caribbean and Jerk Festival contin-
ues to be a tremendous summer crowd-pleaser in 
the City of Hartford, drawing huge crowds from within 
Metro-Hartford and beyond. As this event has contin-
ued to grow, so has the need for funding and we 
must continue to look to you and other entities within 
the community and beyond, to continue providing 
desperately needed financial support. Please be-
come a member of Friends of Taste of the Caribbe-
an. The funding we seek assists us to provide local 
vendors and businesses the opportunity to promote 
their products and expertise to a diverse audience 
interested in Caribbean arts, culture and cuisine as 

well as information provided by our various vendors.  

This annual festival promotes economic develop-
ment and provides a significant summer tourist at-
traction to the city of Hartford. Thank you for your 
support of this 14th anniversary of the Taste of the 
Caribbean and Jerk Festival and be sure to enjoy the 
diverse cultural offerings proudly presented by the 
Caribbean community in Metro-Hartford  
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Special THANKS to our SPONSORS 

 and ADVERTISERS!! 
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Grantley Adams  
Vice President   

 
Juliet Relph - Executive Secretary 

Marcia Park 

Gary Reid - Treasurer 
      Grants/Sponsors 

 
Juliet Woods-DeBeatham 

      Financial Secretary 
 

Marketing/Public Relations 

   Marcia Whittingham - Chair  

Natasha Samuels 

Winston Rose 

Marcia Bennet 

Aliena Ali 
Chair - Fundraising 

 
Maxine O’Connor 
Chair -Decorating 

 
Hospitality 

Donna Wilkinson-Maxwell  - Co-Chair 

Marcia Anderson Esson - Co-Chair 

Cynthia Solomon 

 
Grace Wright 

Children’s Village—Chair 

Entertainment 

Melinda DeBetham-Terrell— Chair  

Anthony Fenton  

Donovan Longmore 

Jamaal Minott 

 
Magazine 

Grantley Adams - Chair  

Juliet Relph 

Dorette Sterling 

 
Vendors 

Marcia Anderson-Esson 

Leslie Perry 
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 Anthem Band 
Come and vibe with the most harmo-
nious sounds of  this millennium. An-
them Band’s live shows rank with the 
best in the business. It’s a truly origi-
nal sound that is creating a big wave. 
From roots to dance hall, Anthem 
can play it all and with their own di-
versity. This is truly a treat for all mu-
sic lovers. Anthem has appeared with 
Sister Carol on the Conan O’Brien 
show & was Judy Mowatt’s backing 
band. Anthem has toured Korea, Ja-
pan, Guam, Hawaii, Bermuda, Cana-
da, St. Croix and many other coun-
tries.  Anthem has also performed on 
shows with Third World, Yellowman, 

Jimmy Cliff, Big Mountain, The Wailers, Burning Spear, Black Uhuru, The Neville Bros, The 
Temptations, Freddy Jackson, George Benson, The Isley Brothers, Maxi Priest, Buju Banton, 
Capleton, John Holt, Ken Booth, Dennis Brown, Super Cat, Gyptian and many more. 

has been 
playing the saxophone since he was 15 years old age 
growing up in Moca, Puerto Rico, where he studied 
with Julio Vasquez.  Nelson later attended Berklee Col-
lege of  Music and earned his B.A. in composing and 
music production.  In 2009, he released his first solo 
CD titled El Poder de tu Amor, which gained recog-
nition in the US and sold over 40,000 copies in 2 years.  
He is recognized for his soulful and big tone, inviting 
sound on the tenor saxophone.   

Nelson Garcia is currently putting the finishing touch-
es to his new record New Horizons, which includes 
songs produced by Jean Sandoval and Chris ‘Big Dog’ 
Davis. Nelson’s current single, “Got That Feeling” 

produced by Darren Rahm, has made the charts peaking at #3 on the Groove Jazz Charts and 
#59 on the Smooth Jazz Billboard Charts.  Darren Rahm is a veteran smooth jazz producer with 
more than 25 number one hits on the Smooth Jazz Billboard Charts and has worked with some of  
the best artists in the business like Wayman Tisdale, Dave Koz, Tim Bowman and Nelson Rangell, 
just to name a few.  Garcia says that this new album will make a huge difference in his career and 
will open new doors and avenues for the coming years. 

            Nelson Garcia 
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A tribute to Alton Ellis 
The Godfather of RockSteady 

Born Alton Nehemiah Ellis in Trenchtown, Kingston, Jamaica, Ellis was raised within a 
musical family which included his older brothers Leslie [who performed as one of his 
backup singers and co-wrote some of his songs], and Irving [known as 'Niney'] who 
was a popular singer and steel pan player on Jamaica's North Coast. He learned to 
play the piano at a young age. He attended Ebeneezer and Boys' Town schools, 
where he excelled in both music and sport. While at Boys' Town Ellis performed as a 
dancer (in a duo) in the first show that a school director called Mr Bailey had orga-
nized for Vere Johns who had been invited down to talent scout. He would later com-

pete on Vere Johns' Opportunity Hour. After winning some competitions, he switched to singing, starting his 
career in 1959 as part of the duo Alton & Eddy with Eddy Parkins. 

By the mid-1960s, ska was moving on and the beat was slowing down to rocksteady and becoming associat-
ed with the violent rude boy subculture in Jamaican dancehalls. Many artists made records referring to the 
rude boys, including Ellis, although his records were consistently anti-rudie, including "Don't Trouble Peo-
ple", "Dance Crasher", and "Cry Tough". Releasing records under the name Alton Ellis and The Flames (the 
varying line-up of which included his brother Leslie Ellis, David "Baby G" Gordon and Winston Jarrett); the 
group had hits with "Girl I've Got a Date" and "Cry Tough". The release of "Rock Steady" (1967) backed by 
Tommy McCook and the Supersonics, the first song to refer to the name of the new genre, heralded the 
new direction Jamaican popular music was taking. Ellis continued to have hits for Treasure Isle; working 
with artists such as Lloyd Charmers, Phyllis Dillon and The Heptones. His Mr Soul of Jamaica album (with 
Tommy McCook and the Supersonics) is regarded as one of the definitive rocksteady albums.  Ellis died of 
cancer on 10 October 2008 at Hammersmith Hospital, London.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alton_Ellis 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trenchtown
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingston_jamaica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vere_Johns
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eddy_Parkins_(singer)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ska
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rocksteady
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rude_boy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subculture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dancehall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winston_Jarrett
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tommy_McCook
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lloyd_Charmers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phyllis_Dillon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Heptones
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mr_Soul_of_Jamaica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hammersmith_Hospital


 

8  

            Jamaal Minott 

 

Jamaal Minott grew up in Portmore, St Catherine, Jamaica, 

in a musical family.  He started singing at the age of  7 and 

sang in churches he visited with his mother, who was at the 

time, an evangelist, she is now a pastor.  Later, he started 

singing in choirs, and became a part of  a trio in high school 

that would perform during special functions.  After college, 

Jamaal joined the band Purpose in Jamaica, and in 2014 he 

migrated to the USA.  Jamaal Minott has an eclectic musical 

taste.  He sings gospel, reggae, Rhythm and Blues and con-

temporary musical genres.    

 

Culture is reggae’s preeminent harmony 
group. Born in the ‘70s golden age of  reg-
gae, Culture’s legendary “Two Sevens 
Clash” was Reggae Album of  the Year in 
1977 and is acknowledged today by Roll-
ing Stone Magazine as #25 of  the 50 all 
time coolest records (the only reggae al-
bum to make the list).     
Until 2006, Culture was led by Joseph 
Hill’s unique voice, whose devotion to the 
traditional Rastafarian values of  purity, 
simplicity and justice is exemplified by 
Culture’s lyrical themes.  Joseph’s son 
Kenyatta began his career the day his fa-
ther’s ended when Joseph Hill collapsed 

and died while on a 2006 tour of  Europe. To the amazement of  promoters, fans and critics alike, 
Kenyatta stepped onstage and delivered electrifying performances time and again – nineteen 
shows in all – until the tour was complete. Kenyatta gave of  himself  so totally – as his father had 
for so many years – that the two seemed to become one, the eerily similar voices and the vibes ig-
niting the critics and yielding a new reggae mantra “magic, not tragic!” 
Influenced by elements of  dancehall, grounded in the roots tradition and motivated to carry on 
his father’s work, Kenyatta set to writing – to finish songs that Joseph had started and create new 
music of  his own. Now in 2017, Culture, led by the voice of  Kenyatta and the spirit of  Joseph, 
lives on. 
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2019 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

PLAZA STAGE 

MAIN STAGE 

1:00 to 1:30  Music on the Plaza (DJ Big O) National Anthem from each Caribbean Island /Country 

1:30 to 2:00  Hartford Steel Symphony  

2:10 to 2:40  Carnival Parade by CICCA  Sponsored by City of Hartford 

   Melissa Craig (Stilt Walker) 

2:45 to 3:10  Music on the Plaza (DJ Johnny B) 

3:20 to 3:40  Caribbean American Dance Company    

3:45 to 5:00  Children Village on Stage 

5:00 to 5:30  Music on the Plaza (DJ Big O) 

5:40 to 6:00  Sweet Noyz 

6:10 to 6:30  Jamaal Minott/Kwesoul/Antic 

6:40 to 7:10  Hartford Steel Symphony 

7:15 to 8:00  Music on the Plaza    

         

1:00 to 2:00  Praise and Worship/ Rehoboth Church of God 

2:00 to 3:00  Music on the Main  (DJ Boggie) 

                         Tribute to Alton Ellis 

3:00 to 3:20  Kwesoul   

3:25 to 3:45   Jamaal Minott 

3:50 to 4:20  Antic 

4:25 to 4:55  Amandla Band 

5:15 to 6:15  Nelson Garcia and the Nelson Garcia Project (Jazz) 

6:20 to 6:30  Hartford and Bloomfield Mayors’ Greetings   

6:40 to 7:40  Anthem Band 

  TOC Committee Introduction 

8:00 to 8:45  Poser & Home Town Studio (Soca) 

9:00 to 10:30  Culture (Reggae) 

KID’S CORNER 1:00 to 6:00 ( Upper Park Area) 
Face painting, crafts, Price Chopper Macaroni Jewelry  

making (hands-on  activities) 
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The Caribbean American Dance 
Company (CADC) was launched 
by Judith Williams on February 14, 
2004. The company is a Non-
Profit organization with a 501 (C) 
3 status. CADC is governed by 
seven board members. Classes are 
held on Mondays, and Saturdays 
for student ages four thru 
adult.  The classes are held on Sat-
urdays, Mondays and Wednesdays 
at the West Indian Social Club, 
3440 Main Street, Hartford, CT. he 

Classes are divided into three groups; beginners ages 4 thru 9, intermediate ages 10 thru 17 and 
advance ages 18 thru adult. The company also hosts The Ms. Caribbean American Scholarship 
Pageant. 

 Originally formed in 2004 
through a collaboration between 
singer/songwriter/musicians Bur-
nie T (Dominica) and Kali Wale 
(Connecticut), Amandla Band 
represents the very best in mod-
ern roots reggae music. In 2011, 
Amandla joined forces with inter-
nationally acclaimed reggae artist 
Ras Iba (St. Croix) to form a pow-
erhouse trinity. With a unique 
sound and style harkening back to 
the days of  Dennis Brown and 
Bob Marley and the Wailers, in-
spired by the musical prowess of  
Steel Pulse and Aswad, and con-
tinuing into the present day world
-wide reggae diaspora, Amandla 

Band has delighted crowds up and down the East Coast and Northern California, sharing the 
bandstand with reggae legends Luciano, Third World, Beres Hammond, Ras Shiloh, Yellow man, 
Mikal Rose and more. In 2013, Amandla Band released their debut compilation, PowerLink (CD 
Baby, iTunes, Amazon), which continues to receive critical acclaim.  

           Amandla Band 

Caribbean American Dance Company 
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Hailing from the town of  Kokomlemle in 

the Accra Metropolitan district of  the 

Greater Accra Region of  Ghana, KweSoul 

describes himself  as an Ashanti Ghanaian.  

He is a rapper, singer and dancehall Artiste 

who, according to him, was honored as the 

best African Reggae Artist in Connecticut 

by the West Indian Association of  CT and 

The Third World Band.  With his Avant-

Garde sense of  style and music, Kwe Soul 

wants to be remembered as one of  the best 

US based Ghanaian entertainers of  all time. 

Sylvester Zachary Lockhart (POSER) grew up in a little village 
of  Sangre Grande called Matura.  He attended school in Sangre 
Grande then moved to San Juan in the City of  Port of  Spain, 
Trinidad.  Sylvester’s musical career began when he started play-
ing the steel pan. He says that the steel pan had a great influence 
in his life.  He played with several steel bands and due to that ex-
perience, in 1962, he was inspired to start singing Calypso.  After 
winning the Calypso competition in Sangre Grande for five con-
secutive years he decided to try his luck against the more estab-

lished calypsonians in Port of  Spain. 
In 1979, after Poser began singing as a professional, he won the Trinidad Carnival Road March 
title with the song “Ah tell she”.  From then on, as he says, “There was no turning back.”  He 
made it to the Calypso Monarch Finals, as well as the semifinals on many subsequent occasions 
with several of  his big hits, such as, “Town Man-Party Tonight,” “Bus Conductor” and “Ah Tell 
She.” Poser recalls that he has sung in almost all of  the Calypso tents in his time and believes that 
he has maintained a certain standard in his songs each and every year. He also wants you to know 
that in addition to upholding his musical standards over time, “I have been regarded as one of  the 
best dressed Calypsonians of  all times, as I never fail to astound the audience with my sense of  
style and distinctiveness.”   

In the recent past, Poser has been enjoying the arena of  Soca Parang and he sees himself  as one 
of  the top Soca Parang Calypsonians in Trinidad.  “My Journey has been a most auspicious and 
gratifying experience and I am thankful to where it has led me today.  The ability to bring together 
scores of  people through music regardless of  race, prejudice and class, is one of  my greatest 
achievements.  My Journey is still an enduring one, for I believe the best of  Poser is still yet to 
come!” 

Sylvester Zachary Lockhart (POSER)  

KWESOUL 
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Alrick “Antic”Earle 
Christened Alrick Earle, Antic was born and musically 
groomed in the garden parish of  St Ann, Jamaica.  He 
fell in love with music at a young age, one could say that 
he was destined to follow in the footsteps of  his famous 
uncle, the legendary reggae artist Burning Spear.  In ad-
dition to Burning Spear, his father and friends also en-
couraged and fueled his inspiration to pursue music with 
a hunger in order to be successful in the music industry.   

Over the years Antic performed alongside legends such 
as Frankie Paul and Gregory Isaacs to name a few.  He 
also performed on countless local shows in and around 
his community.  After migrating to the USA in 2013, he 
shifted his focus on acquiring his high school diploma 
along with other educational goals.  Loaded with a cata-
log of  written songs, Antic is currently in the process of  
recording these songs and getting everything produced, 
mixed and mastered for future release.  Be on the look-
out for Antic, the “Man with the Voice.” 

The Hartford Steel Symphony has been providing musical enjoyment 

throughout New England since 1989. Their 
musical genre consists of  calypso, reggae, pop, 
classical, gospel, R&B, and jazz set to an island 
rhythm to stay in touch with their historical 
roots hailing from the Islands of  Trinidad and 
Tobago. 
Throughout their musical journey they have 
had the opportunity to perform with a number 
of  renowned artists, such as the great panist 
Len “Boogsie” Sharpe and The Hartford Sym-
phony the symphonic orchestra. They have 

hosted a number of  events such as the showing of  the Buckley Mansion with presence of  Kathe-
rine Hepburn, a charity event for battered women hosted by Bernadette Peters, homecoming 
events for our soldiers at West over Base. Participated in the UCONN Championship parades, 
Hartford First Night, Taste of  the Caribbean and have taken part in multiple private parties, and 
various other musical and street festivals throughout New England. 
Community performances are a priority for the band and stand at the top for the bands activities. 
They provide musical presentations and instruction to the community youth throughout the 
school year and also summer programs. All under the direction of  their captain, Kelvin Griffith, 
who is the arranger, tuner and makes the instruments. 
Most Recently, The Hartford Steel Symphony was honored by the Secretary of  the State, The At-
torney General, and the GHI for their commitment in preserving the culture in the community 
through the performing arts. 
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RECIPES 
Ginger Flavored Fruit Jelly 

½ lb. apples 

½ cup granulated sugar 

½ lb ripe bananas 

¾ cup water 

1 envelope unflavored gelatin 

1 pint ginger beer 

Yogurt 

Peel and cut up apples into ½ inch squares.  In a mixing bowl, combine apples and sugar. Let stand for ½ hr stirring 

occasionally.  In the meantime peel and split bananas into three downwards by pushing your little finger through each 

top to bottom.  Cut each strip into ½ inch lengths. 

Combine bananas and apples together.  In a saucepan, heat water and stir in gelatin continuously until is is dissolved.  

Remove from heat and pour gelatin mixture into a deep salad bowl.  Stir in apples, bananas mixture with sugar until 

sugar is dissolved. 

Set bowl in refridgerator until chilled.  When jelly is half set, pour in icy cold ginger beer and quickly stir it into fruit jelly. 

Don’t let foaming of beer bother you.  Continue chilling until well set.  Serve in ice cream dishes with dollops of yogurt 

atop. 

Basic Banana Cashew Ice Cream 
 

5 bananas 
1/3 cup raw cashews 
 
Chop bananas in blender.  
Add cashews a little at a 
time.  Turn blender off inter-
mittently to permit thick mix-
ture to circulate.  Blenderize 
until smooth.  Pour mixture 

into a suitable container or individual paper 
cups. 

Cover with foil or lid.  Freeze at least six hours.  
For ease in cutting, thaw before serving. 

 
2 pound(s) sorrel 

1 ounce(s) ginger 

1 piece(s) dried 

orange peel 

6 whole cloves 

12 cup(s) boiling 

water 

2 cup(s) sugar 

1/4 cup(s) white 

rum (optional) 

1 cup(s) red wine 

(optional) 

A few grains of rice 

1. Wash sorrel, crush or grate ginger. 

2. Place sorrel, ginger, orange peel and cloves in a stainless steel 

container. 

3. Pour on boiling water, cover and leave to infuse for 24 hours. 

Strain, add sugar, rum and red wine and mix well. 

4. Pour into bottles adding a few grains of rice to each bottle. 
 

NOTE: Allow to remain for at least one day. Serve chilled. 

Sorrel Drink  

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-sVgYqrapUKY/UnhOvGs1HJI/AAAAAAAAD-0/b0lCLQ39As4/s1600/DSCF5264.JPG
https://gracefoods.com/recipe-a-z/recipe/5086-grace-sorrel-fusion-cooler
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FRIENDS OF THE TASTE OF THE CARIBBEAN  

A Special Acknowledgement and  
Thank you to Elorie Stevens, Winston and Ruth Rose 

 

On behalf of the Taste of the Caribbean Arts & Culture, Inc. 
Thanks for your generous donation.  Your contribution, 

commitment and dedication to this organization helps us 
achieve our goal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caroline Austin 

Earl Rose 

Byron Peart 

Georgia Young-Peart 

Jennifer Stephens 

Jennifer Lindo 

Denzel Ricketts 

Yvonne Duncan 

Karl Henry 

Mark Keise 

Billy Glave 

Clive Garrison 

Jacqueline Thomas 

Dorothy Cassells 

Pauline Rose Moore 

Dadrian Ellington 
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2019 Taste Of The Caribbean & Jerk Festival 
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Summer in the city ad 


